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ASU teams up with UCLA to offer free graduate school tuition 

UCLA representatives to conduct graduate school workshop at ASU 

  

ALBANY, Ga. — Albany State University students now have the opportunity to receive free 

tuition for graduate programs at any of the 10 University of California (UC) institutions through 

the “UC-HBCU Initiative,” which aims to increase the number of scholars from Historically 

Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) enrolling in UC academic doctoral programs. 

  

Representatives from University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) will conduct a “Nuts and 

Bolts” graduate school workshop for ASU students interested in applying to graduate school, 

Wednesday, Sept. 30, at 11 a.m. in the James Pendergrast Memorial Library room 114. The 

workshop will focus on tips for submitting applications to graduate school. There will also be a 

reception to honor the UCLA guests and celebrate the newly formed partnership between ASU 

and UCLA later that day  at 3 p.m. in the Student Center Ballroom.   .  

  

Students considered for the program must conduct summer research at UCLA, which includes a 

paid stipend and lodging. If selected to participate in the initiative, they will receive free tuition 

for graduate programs at UCLA; University of California, Berkley; University of California, 

Davis; or any other University of California institution—provided they apply and are accepted.    

  

“Many of our students routinely present their research at academic conferences, as well as at the 

undergraduate and graduate symposiums held at the university,” said Florence Lyons, associate 

professor of Speech and the coordinator for Speech and Theatre. “Consequently, I am confident 

that our students will make a significant contribution to the research conducted at UCLA.”     

  

Lyons, initiated contact with Dela Cruz, director of Outreach and Diversity and UC-HBCU 

Initiative at UCLA and Carlos Grijalva, associate dean for the UCLA Graduate Division, her 

lead resulted in ASU’s consideration for participation in the UC-HBCU Initiative.   
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This summer more than 80 fellows conducted research at nine UC campuses, and as a direct 

result of the UC-HBCU Initiative, thirteen Ph.D. students and two academic master’s students 

are currently enrolled at UC.  

  

In conjunction with UCLA professors, ASU faculty members will serve as mentors for 

participating students and oversee their research. 

### 

About ASU … Albany State University, in Southwest Georgia, has been a catalyst for change in 

the region from its inception as the Albany Bible and Manual Training Institute to its designation 

as a university. Founded in 1903 to educate African-American youth, the university continues to 

fulfill its historic mission while also serving the educational needs of an increasingly diverse 

student population. A progressive institution, Albany State University seeks to foster the growth 

and development of the region, state and nation through teaching, research, creative expression 

and public service. Through its collaborative efforts, the university responds to the needs of all 

of its constituents and offers educational programs and service to improve the quality of life in 

Southwest Georgia. For more information, see http://www.asurams.edu . Follow the university 

on Twitter at @AlbanyStateUniv and on Facebook at Albany State University Official Page. 
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